3-4 December
german fats to be rationed
A rationing system for butter, margarine, and other fats is
being introduced in Germany in the middle of January. A
short time ago the manufacturing dairies were ordered to cut
down their deliveries of butter by 20 per cent, which is to be
handed over to the Government officials and distributed where
need is greatest. In spite of all efforts to increase home produc-
tion, Germany still imports 55 per cent of the population's
requirements in fats.
an ancient vessel
A Bude ketch named the Ceres, which foundered during the
fog in the Bristol Channel, has been continuously in service
since she was built in 1811. She was originally one of the
heavily rigged fruit smacks which plied between the west of
England and Spain: and in 1813-14 she carried military stores
to the Duke of Wellington in the Peninsula. Since then she has
been employed in the coast trade round Great Britain.
Friday 4	the king
In the House of Commons Mr. Baldwin said:
"In view of widely circulated suggestions as to certain possi-
bilities in the event of the King's marriage I think it would be
advisable for rne to make a statement. Suggestions have
appeared in certain organs of the Press of yesterday and again
to-day that, if the King decided to marry, his wife need not
become Queen. These ideas are without any constitutional
foundation. There is no such thing as what is called a morgana-
tic marriage known to our law. The Royal Marriages Act of
1772 has no application to the sovereign himself. Its only effect
is that the marriage of any other member of the Royal Family
is null and void unless the sovereign's consent declared under
the Great Seal is first obtained.
"This Act, therefore, has nothing to do with the present case.
The King himself requires no consent from any other authority
to make his marriage legal, but, as I have said, the lady whom
he marries by the fact of her marriage to the King necessarily
becomes Queen. She herself, therefore, enjoys all the status,
rights, and privileges which, both by positive law and by
custom, attach to that position, and with which we are familiar
in the cases of Her late Majesty Queen Alexandra and Her
Majesty Queen Mary, and her children would be in the direct
line of succession to the throne.
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